D/ 54/ 451

" Mayor. Liubbecke, 3rd July 1945

To
165 Town Major

Libbecke
27/29 Steubensir.

Since one week I have Leen informed by owners of the gardens in
the occupied zones, that soldiers of the Allied Forces take fruit
out of the gardens. Now people state, that also early potatoes
and vegetdbles are taken away dagyly. As for frult,  the population
knows, that Military Government is not alwa;s able to supply the
troops with fresh fruit, but regarding potatoes snd Ve;eté_i?s
matters are different. It is well known, that the occupying troops
are well supplied with all kinds of foodstuffs angd people there-

‘ fore cannot understand why under these conditions Allied socldiers
take away a part of the urgently needed gelf-grown potatoes ang
vegetables. As Military Government in s kindly way allowed owners
of gardens to cultivate these and colliect the cerop for their own
account I may suppose that it is not in accordance with Mil.Gov.'s
will that soidiers act in the above~-mentioned waYy .

Complaints are especially made by labourers and workmen. I mav
state fthat during the war the German people have alwa,s bLeen told
to cultivate every sqare metre of soil and people did so,
fore the population cannot understand that of this little
call their own, 4l1lied Troops would take some away .

Sspecially the population of Liibbecke felt a great relief when

the Allied Porces took possession of the town although the people
had not suffered much under war conditions up to then. By the
recuisition of their houses including their whole furniture however
had sacrifices were demanded. As these arrangements are made for

a longer period and this all happenéd after the end of the war,
this is felt extremely hard,

" Therefore it is the deepest wish of the pecpeliving in the occupied
zones of Lilbbecke that the Authorities may give orders to Allied
scldiers to leave self-grown fruit, potatoes and vegetables to
their owners.

I may suppose,,that oy requegt will be earnestly considered, because
in my opinion, Liibbecke's population has proved to be willing +to
bear all burdens as far as these are in consequende of the occupatia
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